-yl

’S m.;m
= B i
p\ / A : - ’ f o
= = A G 4 T LY
— O = g S W 5
: v - = MM% m @
: O (=410 of 2 2k
; o Z o= N up @ 2
2 < 5 52 | HE55. | E3
< = 2 S5, ZEfEs | 2%
...lm mL m.nn. ~ .IIMM.M m — .U.IO. -t




“THIE
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BSANNER”

EVEN BETTER THAN THE OLD

DRINKING SONG?
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he words to our national
anthem have nothing to do
with the consumption of al-
cohol, but the melody that
Francis Scott Key had in mind when he
wrote them did indeed originate decades
earlier as the melody for a song in praise
of love and wine.

That Key borrowed a popular melody for
his famous song is very much in keeping with
common practice of his time period.

Many lyrics for songs written in the 18th
and early 19th centuries were based upon
popular melodies (“God Save the King” in
1745 evolved into “God Save the Thirteen
States” in 1779, for example). Before there
was copyright protection, such melodies
were recycled over and over again.

Known widely by name, common tunes
suited a variety of purposes—serving as
a political song, a hymn, a march tune, a
drinking song, or a country dance. Even fast
Irish jigs occasionally acquired sets of words.

Many sets of lyrics were written to Key's
chosen melody. In fact, by 1820, 84 distinct
songs had been traced to England and
America. And unlike other common tunes
like “Yankee Doodle,” we know who wrote
the original words and music, and why!

The song was composed for a group
of London gentlemen who had recently
formed a social club. Club meetings, held
every other week in the winter, included a
formal concert, a dinner, and a social time
afterwards, during which the members
entertained each other by singing catches,
glees, and amusing songs.

In 1780, the diverse membership
included “peers, commoners, aldermen,
gentlemen, proctors, actors, and polite
tradesmen.”

One of the club’s founders, Ralph
Tomlinson (1744-1778), wrote the words
in 1776, at about the same time he became
the club’s president.

Francis Scott Key (1779-1843). Engraving from
newspaper clipping. Special Collections Department.

(FACING PAGES) PHOTOS COURTESY OF
MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Tomlinson’s lyrics above tell us
morc about Anacreon, a Greek poet/
composer who was born about 572 B.C.
Anacrcon wrote extensively about
women and wine, and that explains
why these London gentlemen were so
attracted to him—shared interests!

The name of the club became “The
Anacreontic Society,” in honor of
“that jolly old Grecian.” The title of
the new song came from the opening
line, “To Anacreon in Heaven,” and
it became widely known by this name
after its first publication around 1779
(the year of Francis Scott Key's birth!).

John Stafford Smith (1750-1836)
wrote the music. Although not a
member of the club, Smith was well
known in London as organist at the
Chapel Royal and as a composer.
Tomlinson apparently commissioned
Smith to compose a melody to match
his Anacreontic lyrics. Many new sets
of words to Smith’s melody gradually
appeared on broadsides, in newspapers
and songsters, and in songbooks.

Sometimes the intended melody
was listed as “To Anacreon in Heaven,”
but not always—since the distinctive
structure of the poetry and other hints
made the intended melody obvious.

By 1798, a very popular parody
appeared in America, a piece in praise
of our second president: “Adams and
Liberty—The Boston Patriotic Song.”
After Jefferson was elected, another
set of lyrics to the tune appeared
under the tide “Jefferson and Liberty.”
So it is probable that Francis Scott Key
knew this melody for most of his life.
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In fact, Key chose the same melody
for another song that he wrote in
1805, beginning “When the warrior
returns...” This, too, was a patriotic
effusion, one that praised Stephen
Decatur and the other heroes of the
Tripolitan Wars.

The circumstances surrounding
Key’s witnessing of the bombardment
of Fort McHenry (September 13-14,
1814) from offshore have been well
substantiated. Key was understandably
moved by the scene, and the Anacreon-
tic tune swirled through his head as
he sketched out new verses (he was
not writing a poem which “was later
set to music,” as is often asserted!).

On September 16, Key came to
Baltimore to find a printer for his lyrics,
now refined and ready. Handbills
then circulated, stating the called-for
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Sty Spangled Banner
sheet musie, new edition
Published and sold In

1. Carr; Mhwsie Star,
Baltomow. Lester S, L
Stey Spangled Berner
Sheet Music Collection,
Special Collections
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melody but not attributing a lyricist,
and copies were distributed to every
man who was at Fort McHenry during
the bombardment.

The first newspaper to print Key's
lyrics was The Baltimore Patriot and
Ivening Advertiser, on September 20,
under the title “The Defence [sic] of
Fort M'Henry.” Another newspaper
revealed Key's name on September 24.

Within a month, the song was
renamed “The Star-Spangled Banner’
and issued in sheet-music form. By
the end of the yeay, it had also been re-
printed across the country—a welcome
reminder of the American victory.

The “Star-Spangled Banner” did
not become our national anthem
officially until 1931, more than 150
years after the tune’s initial use, yes,
as a drinking song. %#
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