Seeking

nbrutad offensive

when British Adim. Cockburn's squad

roids throughout the Chesnpenke Bay
her of small, poorly defended b ysice villages, 'The
Jy ide hamlel of |

lerey termin

Tha British rald 8l Havre de Grace on Monday, 3 May 1813.
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o strike terror into the citizens of
Chesapeake Bay, Admiral Cockburn s Jorces cruelly
side townships in the War of 18)2
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Havre de Grace's over confident townsfblk defi Wy hoisted
their colors, nnd began fiving nt the British, further evoking
the enemy's scorn, Flaving ini inlly had every intention of
bypnssing the village, Cockburn hecame incensed with the
Americans’ audncity, ennnily rensoned that if the town wns
worth delending, it had t be worth uttacking,

Assembled in the dark ol night ongsicde the frignie
HMS Fantome, under 14, Westphal's guidance the Brits'
troop-=fitled long hoats, plus the fire snorting Congreve
roeket honts, lod Lhe van, Capt. Luwrence brought up the
U Marines. The lending

It
{

honts were discoverad hefore diwn on 3 Mny, and n heavy
fire opened upon them, So ably was this returned by the
lnunches and rocket bonts that the gely untrnined
American militinmen were driven from their guns, Before
Capt. Lawrence could nrvive with the Marines, the town
and severnl prisoners were tnken: leaving him only to
secure the conques

o

THE SPOILS OF WAR

The nttanck — virtunlly without Joss -
lighter moments, Lieutenant, Seott, recoun nvre stands
on the high rond hetween Baltimore and 1) adelphin, The
enemy had fled into the woods and it nppenrs, gave no clue
to their traveling countrymen of the state of nflnirs at
besieged Havre, As n consequence, the stnrtled prssengors
with all their goods innocently fell into the hunds of the
waiting Britigh,

“Mennwhile, in the town itself. the puns o the captired
buttery were turmed upon the town, nd added to the
destruction, A greater portion of the enemy, ahmost 400 in

did have its

Sir George Cockburn in hig retiring years,
He became vice admiral on 23 August
1819, but had no employment untit
December 1832, when he was appointect
commander-in-chie! of the Norih Amerlcan
and West Inctian Stations, the PO8! his ol
boss — Adm. Cochrane — held! in 1814,
Hig return from at command in February
1836 was the encl of his service afloat, He
became admiral on 10 January 1837, ang
admiral ol the feet on 1 July 18485, In 1848,
he became a Member of Partiament lor
Porismouith. Briefly a baron, Cockburn
dled on 19 Augus! 1853,

The Pringipio Iron Works, a major foundry
during hoth 1he Amaerican Revolutionary
War and the War of 1812, wag a prime
larget of Sir George Cockburn during hig
rolds on the Upper Chesapoake Bay and
8 ivutaries during the spring of 1813,

mamber, went up Lo the site of the
present rmilway ferry landing, and
debarked there, They rushed up Lo the
open common, sepurated into
and commenced plundering
systematicnlly destroying: officers and
men entering into the business with
equal alacrity,

“Finally — when 1, last one-half ol
the villnge had heen do
Cockburn — instigator of

ls,

went nshore and-was mel, by severnl
Indies who had taken refuge in gin

elegant brick house some distnnee
from the village, known as the | wle Mansion, They
entrented him to spare the remainder of the villnge, and
especinlly the roof that sheltered them. Wit Krent,
reluctance Cockbum yielded, and at length gnve an order
lor sty of the plunder ng."

IRON WORKS RAIDED

Meanwhile, n lnrge detachment, of the enemy marehod
up the Susquehanna nhout G-mi Lo the head ol the
tidewnter, and there destroyed the extensive iron works
and cannon loundry belonging to Col, 1h ghes. A number of
vessels that had esenped from the | ay and were anchored
there were saved from the flames by being sunk in shallow
water that would luter make them rendily re-(lo;

Finally, when o possible mischiof hnd been nchievid
nlong Lhe riverbank — larms plundered and burned o long
distance on the Baltimore rond and when, ailer 40 of the
60 houses in the villnge had been dest royed and nearly all
the remninder of the edificos, except the Episcopal Church,
more o less damnged — the marnuders nssem dod in iheir

hle.




Ho was dofending his
home agalnst the
British invasion of
1813-1814 — tho
Maryland Militiaman.

vessols and at sunset sailed out into
the bay to pay a similar visit to the
villnges on tho Sassafras River

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF
THE RAID ON HAVRE DE GRACE,
-3 MAY 1813
Thero were many eyewitness
accounts, including this one: “On the
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A cannon — belleved to be one unit blown
In half — placed In front of Brantwood, a
rosldence on Willlams Road, east of US
Route 213 In Cocll County, Maryland, In
1989, probably o rellc of the British 1813
rald on Frenchtown.

report of guns, the villagers im-
mediatoly jumped out of their beds,
and from the top of the house, could
plainly see the chaos and hear the
cries of the inhabitants, Running
down the road, they soon began to
meet distressed people, women and
children half-naked; childron inquir -
ing for their paronts, parents for thoir

Equipmont used by Maryland Miiitia during
the War of 1812: (Top) typical wooden wator
canteen; ball, cartridge, and gear for loading
tho muskots of the day; the fearsome
bayonot (middio) and its scabbard — feared
by those who encountered it more than
being ahoti (Blaine Taylor)

children, and wives for their
husbands. It appeared to us as if the
whole villago ns afire — a frightening,
blazing holocaust. I think this act
ommitted without any provious
warning — has totally degradod the
integrity of the British flag.”

The enemy robbed every house of
everything valuable that could be
carried away. The admiral (Cockburn
himsclf was present at this atrocious
act of destruction, and gave orders for
it to his officers

oxcolient 1946
study, tho lato Baltl

morean newspaperman and author Nell H,
Swanson wrote, “An officor put his sword
through an elegant looking glass,
ottackod the windows, and cut out soveral
sashes.” (John G, Steos )

There weroe repultive stories
from that night. Ono officer slashed
pigs down their back: to cruelly
watch them squoal. Then there was
the nursing mother who wouldn't
leave her home, 10 raides lespoiled
her and her children and hor
clothes,” while “One villain actually
tore away the handkerchief that
discretely covered her bosom.”

Even other British officers wore
80 disgusted by the behavior that
the rear admiral condoned that
years later Adm. Sir Charles
Napior — writing his memoirs —
asserted that Cockburn, “Could not
be too much detested. Ho was a
blackguard and a robber who
disgraced himsolf in America. Much
a8 I dislike sacking and burning of
towns, it is also n bad employment
for British troops.” Napier vowed, “}
would — with my own hand — kill
any perpetrator of brutality under
my command.”

HOW MANY HOUSES BURNED?
THE CONTINUING CONTROVERSY

The controversy as to exactly how
many housoes were damaged or
burned continues unabated to this
very day.

Fow Havre de Grace buildings
survived... but possibly five brick
structures and — more surprisingly
— possibly four frame housos did.
All but one survive to this day. Two

Mvw..\

”,

include the Jochua Green
House and The Ordinary,

THE LT. WESTPHAL
WOUNDING CONTROVERSY
This incident, too, remains
controversial to this day. Was a
British officer carrying a flag of
truce before the pillaging
began, shot in the hand?
Indeed, Lt. Westphal was shot
in this manner. After this
wounding, who could wonder
why the British seamen and
Marines demolished
everything in their way?

We shall, perhaps, never
know the full truth of this
incident, but the famous

licutenant appears again in the
legend concerning the fato of

/

John O'Neill. whom we left
languishing in the forecastle of the
Britigh frigate HMS Maidstone in
Part One. Some authorities believe
his release was engineered by
Christopher Levy, but popular legend
more plausibly decreed otherwise
and what a tale it is!

THE LEGEND OF
MATILDA O'NEILL VERSUS
ADM. COCKBURN

Here is that popular version,
handed down from gencration to
generation: They were sentenced to be
hanged, his daughter was told. Lt.
O'Neill’s family — including his 16-yr-
old daughter Matilda, who was deeply
devoted to her father — took shelter
in the nearby woods along with most
of the population of the town when it

A mombor of the
British Royal
Marinos in 1808
. W on the deck of a
- ship of the line.
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Cavalry sabor, dug up In a flold opposite
the Kitty Knight House In Goorgotown,
south of the Sassatras River on US Route
213, as well as an 18-pounder cannonball.
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18-pounder cannonball, dug up on Bow St. at Elkton, Maryland,
durlng a 1989 urban renewal projoct. This waa found at the location of
the 1812 oarth-and-log works used to defend tho town against the

maroauding British.

became apparent that the Britigh, in
an ugly frame of mind, would land.

There Matilda learned from Mr.
Barnes of the nail factory, who had
seen hor father firing on the British,
that militiaman O'Neill had boen
captured, taken aboard a British
vessel, and was in dangor of his lifo.
Matilda ran from the shelter and
rushed to the pior on the water's edge.
Finding Lt. Westphal of the warship
HMS Marlborough directing the
loading of the last contingent of
troops, she boldly grasped his arm,

“Oh, sirl” she cried, “Your soldiers
have taken my father out to one of
your ships. Please, please, | must
see him|”

“What is your father’s name?”
asked tho startled young officor.

“He is Lt. John O'Neill. Tell me
was he wounded?”

“t don’t think so,” replied Westphal,
“These fellows didn't show much fight
after our first round, but we're in a
hurry m'lady. [ don't think the
admiral will want to wait for you to
see your father.”

“I'll row out myself and ask the
admirnl. What ship is my father on,
licutenant? What ig the admiral’s
name?” she agked in a singlo breath.
Informed that Adm. Cockburn was on
the Maidstone, she rowed out to the
anchored man-of-war and was politely
greoted and helped aboard. “Pm
Matilda O'Neill,” she announced. “It’s
urgent. | must speak to Adm.
Cockburn. 1t's about my fathor, He's
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prisoner in this ship.”

“l am Adm, Cockburn, Miss,”
replied a tall, distinguished looking
man standing near the gangway.
“What favor can you oxpect of us
after your people so wantonly fired
on our vessels?”

“Sir, my father,” roplicd Matilda
with spirit, “was only doing his duty.”

“His duty!” exclaimed the
admiral. “Since when has it become
the duty of civilians to take up arms?
If your father had not been taken
with a musket in his hands, he
would not now be a prisoner! As it is,
he must pay the penalty prescribed
by the rules of war, I am sorry,
young lady, thore is nothing to be
done for him.”

“Admiral Cockburn,” Matilda
pleaded, “my father is a citizen of the
Stato of Maryland, and the govern-
ment of the state has appointed him
an officer in tho militia. Ho is not a
civilian — he is a soldier!”

“But,” protested Cockburn, “he
was not wearing a uniform! Whon
taken, he was clad in dross vory
much liko that of the other citizons of
Maryland whom we have today had a
chance to obsorve.”

“Sir, the State of Maryland does
not provide uniforms for its militin,”
replied Matilda, “but the state docs
provide its officers with commissions,
IfT produce his commission, will he be
cleared of the charge against him?”

“Yes,” roplied the admiral, softened
somewhat, perhaps, by her obvious

WHEN THE BRITIS
HER HEROIC EFFORTS SAVED THIS B
HOUSE WHICH LATER BECAME HER Home B

IN HONOR OF

MISTRESS KITTY KNIGHT

REVOLUTIONARY BELLE AND
ENB OF Gl

BEAUTY

D GEORGETOWN IN 1813,

PLACED BY

LONDON BRIDGE CHAPTER. 0. A.R

Marker at the Kitty Knight Houso,
Goorgotown,

dovotion to her father. “If you produce
his commission, he will be freed. 1"
wait one-hour — not a minuto longor!”

The brave girl was given
permiggion to roturn to her home
which — although badly damaged
had not been burned, and within the
hour was back on the admiral’s
flagship with her father’s commission
a8 an officer in the militia of the State
of Maryland. As might be expected,
the rounion of father and daughter
was a joyous affair.

John O'Nelll's sword,
presented to him In
1813 by the citizens
of Philadelphla and
preserved today In
the Maryland
Historical Soclety
Collection In
Baitimore This
drawing was mado on
22 November 1861 by
Benson J Lossing
from the actual
woapon, then In the
possoasion of John
O'Nelll, Jr , the son of
the great defendor of
Havre de Grace
{ronically, after
O'Nelil himsolf was
sot free, Amorican
authorltios
Inadvertently
Informed the Britlah
that thelr former
prisoner was a native
born Irishman, and
hence a subjoct of
His Britannic Majoaty,
King Georgo lil. Had
they known this, the
British aimost
certalnly would've
hanged him as a
traltor, and regrotted
sotting him froe, but it
was thon too late.

Admiral Cockburn — true to his
promise — released Lt. O'Neill and
the other citizens who had been
captured aftor it was proven that
they had not borne arms against the
British. As Lt. O'Neill and Matilda
soatod themselves in their littlo skiff
for their return to the shore, the
admiral called ovor the side, “Wait a
minuto, young miss! I wish to
present you with a token to show my
admiration of such gallant conduct
in one 80 young!” Tossing a small,
shining object into the boat, ho said,
“Keep this for remembrance of Adm,
Goorge Cockburn, who admires
loyalty and bravery in his enomics

0NN O'wEIL'D
awoRD,

e S,

—————

The John O'Nelll memorlal cannon Markor at
Concord Polint, Havre do Grace, Maryland.
(Harford Historical Bulletin)

Just as he rewards these same
virtues in hig men.”

The object tossed to Matilda was
his personal, gold-mounted, tortoise
shell snuff box. Today, that snufibox is
still proudly owned by Matilda's
descondants. The design of this
snufbox is engraved on that portion of
the silver plate contributed by
Harford County for the battleship
USS Maryland.

NEWS OF THE RAID
ENRAGES THE AMERICANS

When news of the Havre de Grace
raid got out, there was a great outery
in Maryland and across the nation.

Type of short sword and scabbard used by the Maryland Milltla in 1814 with (top to loft
to right), cut! of jacket, book, strap and boot spurs.

The Concord Point lighthouse at Havre
do Graco, bullt In 1827 at the foot of
Lafayotto Streot, marke the apot of tho
gallant “Potato Battory" defonse of Lt,
John O'Nelll against 400 Britigh Royal
Marines and sallors who burned the town
on 3 May 1813, (Blaine Taylor)

The Baltimore American published a
letter from a citizen of Havre de Grace
dated 4 May. “On Monday morning,
about sunrse, the enemy took
posscssion of Havre de Grace, and
immodiately opened a scenc of
destruction that would've disgraced
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The Baltimore Patrionand Nilos
Newister — for sov woeks
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de Grace by
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mowas lived upon, 1 is
yabserve 1, o g wis
ever sent, and, conse ly, that the
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), his nafish

burning and
der of Favre de Grace, Frodo

and Georgetown,

ON TO CHARLESTOWN,
PRINCIPIO FURNACE,
FREDERICKTOWN,
AND GEORGETOWN

With Havre de Grace wel
iled, the British sniled up the
e Susquelnnna
Vthe aim of next pillaging
Port Deposit, but changed their minds
when o enptive informed them that it
was defended by » stou, fort, armed hy
acompany ol expert rillemen, They
went south instead, miding both
Charlestown and destroying 1y ineipio
Furnace, then an important, Ame
nnon factory, nlong with nomill and
the bridge crossing Prin pio Creek,
Landing there, he destroyed 5§ lnrge
ber gans and 130 sy nrms, ns
waell a8 seizing five vessels on the
Susquehannn and a large enche of
Hour, This necomplished, the next, s y
Cuckbuarn dispatehed @ 500-man
expedition to thke Fredericktown ad
Georgetown on the river,

ACTION AT FREDERICKTOWN
Ready for them at, Froderickiown
with londed muskets was Col, ‘I W,
Veusey and his militimnen, who
received Cockburn's envissnries ot 6
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Britigh intamiry olicer whh ghako hai and overcost in foragroun, (Drawing by C

Hamilton Smith, Loncon, 1815,)

am, stating that the British wo
destroy only the storehouses and
vossels iy, WS no resistance, In
reply, the Americans loosed o
concerted volley, and the fighting
o hall=hour, until the
Americans’ ammunition ran out, and
they were routed,
The town was plundered and
burned, and the British repentid the
exercise ol Georgetown, thus
completing their Cecil Cy TAY
operations before they sailed for
southern bay waters, ‘I'rue, they had
torched Havee de Crace, ( eargelown,
Frenchiown, and Fredericktown, but
the suecesslul defense of both Klkton
and Port Deposit showed tha they
were not invineible, nnd could be
stopped-—=und, yes, even turned hack,

THE TALE OF KITTY KNIGHT

While the British ships stnyed oul

in the Sassalins River to hombard the
towns, the soldiers nnd Marines

landled in their bargos. They stormed
up the hill and overran the fort, while
the women nnd children were
evacunted, As the militin withdrew,
only Miss Catherine Knight — u loen)
benuty — nnd i older woman were
left, behind to ensure that, their own
houses wouldn't e hwmed,

Miss Knight, then 38, threw nway
the lirebrand that had heen placed 1o
burn her home, nind when confronted
by o British officer nhout, this, she
nsserted — eyos flnshing
“Uf you hurn this house, you'll burn me
with it!" The Englishman backed ofl,
and her home and that, of her fiend
were snved us she proceeded 1o put
the fire vut with her broom, She diod
on 22 November 1857, nged 79, and ix
buried close to the south wall of St
aneis Xuvier Chureh.

BRITISH BASE AT
POOLE'S ISLAND

For the next year, the British nsed
Poole’s Island — opposite the Kent
County shoreline — as o Naval | se,
interdicting trang-hay Lraffic hetween
the eastern and western shores of
Maryland, Aid received by the
: sh fram Lhe local “blue | phis" in
ing them on Lhe
mvaluable, ay nlways

Ominously lin Baltimare,
Cockburn had heen henel Lo sny nt
Fredericktown that he woulkd “Not
tit he had burned pvery
house in it,” reported the Wooek|y
Register, b, as yot, he still had na

THE STATE OF
MARYLAND REACTS
Marylanders w

outraged — ag wi

have hoon
S lwo-week thine
span. Governor Levin enlled o o
ssion of the legishnture
Annapolis on 17 May 1813, cloven-
dnys illowing the
fron 1
The Governor's pro
in part, “...Since the ndjou
the ... I

nthe waters of i
Chesapeake has wrought wanton
dest

Britlsh Marings in ihelr NOrch upon a piattorm in the lops of a Royai Navy wayship at

#en. Note also the gailors securing the salig,

real nrmy at his disposnl, so this
remained mn emply thrent in the
spring of 1813,

1813 RAIDING WINDS DOWN
Thas ended Cockhvm's 1 2-thny
reign of Lerror on the Chesapenke for

that yenr, hut, he had successfully
demonsteated to averyone how
vilnerable were American defensos,
nnd how easily they conld he
overcome with a minimum number of
troops and haedware, Ax Cockhurn
i his iminions retived back down
the buy, the Weekly Wegister in
Baltimore reported that “A co 1n
divmes O'Boyle — u naturenlized

Irishinan living n Pugh Town,
Virginin — offers o reward of $1000

[or the notorious nnd infamous
geoundrel, violator nf nll Inws, the
British Adm, Cockbhum, or $500 for

eiieh of his ears, on delivery,”

P

B |

L] 4
Locat Havre de Grace higiorian Ensworth
Shank ag | gaw him In Aprit 1989 a1 ihe
site o! the restorea Rodgera’ Tavern a
Perryville, Maryland, on 1he Cacit County
Lower Suacuehanna River ferry, on the
shore opposile where Adm, Cockburn
landed at Hovre cle Grace. (Btnine Tayior)

rpower o repel the
invasion of the eremy,
resGurees

b Lme was
consumad in the discussion of

resolt
DWWy

phssed

to the Gy dilTerence off
npinion between the Senate and

House, OF

e had heen convenad,
On the 28th, Staie Delegnte Louis
Povall offered o reso
House ol Delo both eondeny ing
Adm. Cockburn and thanking 1By,

Gen, Miller for rescuing the e
Favre e, The |
Focer Y, submitied

T

nmendment, to Duval)’s resolution
i paret: *Wh

Lhat s

18, the

S pervertodl

the national revenue o foreign

( L, Conada be it resolved
in the opinion of this Genernl

Lihe conduet, of the

from the g
low Dlow (o Progident Jamos Madison
who had helped lrame | Lour
Senators and Reprosent ives in (he
Congress of the Uni Les he
inslrucl

WESCNL OPPIeSSIVe (i
|

The amendnient, passed the Hou ¢

hy o vote of 4:3-15, ) yuor and
City Couneil of NOIe Wore
petitioned for mid for Favre do ( race,
however, hnd uo charter

s Lo enable it 1o tender the
Frequired. tn the end, it was the
ens ol Ballimore — in thei
individun| Y — who subseribed
libernly o brge sam for
the reliel o the stricken town. An

h those resolutions passod,
Cockburn's infamous rids slowly
slipped into history as he went, on 1)
higger and he infamy in o war thi,
i itsell today i lrgely forgotten, €

Towson, Maryland, writer Blaine
Taylor is a membor of the
International Napoloonic Seie )
the Dunelalk-Patpasco Nock Historien!
Society, Marviand,
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